
TECH TIP
HYBRID VEHICLE WARNING

We have been informed that problems have been 
created by using Leak Check Dye on hybrid electric 
vehicle compressors. 

The new hybrid electric vehicles are using an ester 
based lubricant that is non-conductive (does not carry 
an electric current). This is very important to the oper-
ation of the A/C system. This can also cause a safety 
concern. 

Toyota indicates that when leak check dye is inject-
ed into the system, this can cause rapid compressor 
failure. The dye evidently changes the lubricant’s 
conductivity and can possibly cause a flow of electricity 
to pass through the A/C system and cause the com-
pressor to fail.

The answers for this problem are not complete as of 
yet, but for now, no additives should be installed in any 
A/C system on hybrid electric vehicles.
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